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Claudia S. Bianchini 
 

Since she was a teenager, she was fascinated by the Sign Languages (no one knows 
why, not even herself!), and began taking classes in Italian Sign Language (LIS) at age 22, 
during her studies at the University of Perugia (Italy), where she obtained a Master in 
Communication Sciences (Psycholinguistics) discussing an experimental thesis which 
compared gestures and LIS; then, she started working with deaf children. 

After one year, she decided to resume her studies toward a doctorate in Linguistics, by 
international agreement of the University of Perugia and of the Université of Paris VIII, in 
strict collaboration with the Italian CNR (ISTC) and the French CNRS (UMR7023); with 
the guidance of Elena Antinoro Pizzuto, first researcher in Italy working on SignWriting, 
Claudia successfully defended a PhD dissertation addressing the metalinguistic analyses of 
SignWriting arisen from a group of Italian deaf signers. 

At present, she is Associate Professor of the department “Language Sciences / French 
Sign Language” in the Faculty of Humanities and Languages at the University of Poitiers 
(France). Her scientific interests remain focused on the written representation of Sign 
languages, studying the implications of SignWriting and other systems; every year, one of 
her classes is dedicated to the theoretical aspects of representing Sign languages and to the 
practice of SignWriting. 

Claudia’s résumé includes many publications, the majority dealing with SignWriting: 
- 1 SW manual, written in collaboration with the deaf experts of ISTC-CNR in Rome; 
- 15 scientific papers on the study of LIS through SW and on SW computerization; 
- 26 communications about SW at national and international symposia; 
- numerous courses and graduate seminars on the theory and/or practice of SW. 

Many of these works have been cited, even in ISI-listed articles. 
A complete list of Claudia’s SW-related bibliography follows. 
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