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Wags to Write Sign Languages
bg Hand with SignWriting
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" When did writing ]33 hand |
start (For SignWriting)?
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Deaf child, age / or 8,
‘ atter a
- 45-minute introduction :
T to SignWriting
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Forms o1c writ ng
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1982
| eft: Handwriti ng
Right: Shorthand
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But that was before

computers
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No one writes bg hand

anymore, right?
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Creat ng,
Si gnWriti ng,
Art Mural

2008

Osnabriick School for the
Deaﬂ Germany
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Artist: Deat )
Student Eduard
Schmidt

2008

Osnabriick School for the
Deaﬂ Germany
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Deaf Student (S \_ @[
Eduard ;@ |
Schmidt writing | S

2008

Osnabriick School for the
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Hanclwriting N
the bathroom
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Digerent"lypes of
Writing bﬂ Hand

Block Printing: looks like how a computer would
Print it

Handwriting: looks close to Print excePt itis

simplhciecl to be easilg written bg hand
“Cursive”: further reduces to make writing faster

Shorthand: a sgstem for writing ak exl:)ressive SPCCA

(rarelg used anymore due to comPuter inPuting)




Block Printing

X Tlﬁe most common

. Takes time to write

2 Mostlg due to fill-ins

. Probablg wlﬁy People think writing 139

hand is cumbersome
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Handwriti ng,
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- Verg close to Block Printing

. Forthis reason, a student must learn Block

Printing before Ieaming Hanclwriting

. Once Block Printing is mastered, Hanclwriting
can be learned quicklg

. There are several variations among
exPeriencecl SignWritersjust as there are

variations is handwri’cing in other |anguages
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“Cursive’”

. Mg OWn Personal simplhciecl hanclwriting

. Use some handwri‘cing variations from |

other writers as well as my own
: Onlg the dominant hand is written

: Timing symbols are used to signhcg

non dominant hand
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Started in the | 980’s

Most documents were written
in that time

Mostly used for transcription

\/erg |anguage~s Hecitic

Otften for a C]UiCK writing of

something for later use
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| et’s learn how to use

Handwriti ng,
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Root Shapes

. There are 8 basic root shapes
. Make sure that thumb Iines Crosses

. Make sure angle and l’linge roots are thinner

than thc square roots
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Palm Facings

. Palm shadings are written with
a diagonal line | n m ﬂ
. Take care that the line is truly |
cliagonal ﬂ) q) 0
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Palm Facings

. The TOP View is written with a line striking'
through the root shape

N\

. Make sure that it is Crossing outside of

the shape on both sides
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Palm Facings

: Squares with thumbs lines across have a

little ditferent approach to the Top View

: TOP Views are written without the toP of

the root shape written
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l:inger Movements

. Just like shacling is done with a
cliagonal for hanclshapes

ce

. Be careful to write so the size isn’t
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the same as a circle root shal:)e

¥ A T I e A e g e o



e —— e R NP

e T N R

e il s Sl . 3 i 8

Arrowheads

. Filled in arrowheads must have a T T
line going tlnrough it
. Draw the stem through the T T

arrowhead for filled in

arrowncadas
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Arrowheads

. Double movements are written as

Aouble arrOwheach on the same stem

. Back and forth movements are written

with the arrowheads on the ends O]C
the stem

. Details of order are |ost, but |

Personal Yy haven’t noticed any

meaning ost as a result
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AIrrows

. Stems with graclual thickness have
their outlines written, but no

shacling In
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Punctuations

. Punctuations do not have a “closed”

shape
. Thin lines are written as a thin line

. Thick lines are written as two thin lines

with a cliagonal line to “shade-in’
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You now know the basics
of how to Handwrite




Now, let’s move on to what |

| call “Cursive” writing
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Root Shapes

: Slight diferences have been made to some of
the shapes to make them easier and quicker to

write

. Note the rouncling of root shapes make it

easier to write than the shapes from the

handwritten forms
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Palm Facings

. Palm shacling is still done witha D C‘}) n & .m

. Side Facing on|9 have one .
vertical line without a cliagonal | n m &

cliagonal line

line

. The side Facingcliagonal IS ﬂ) q) 3
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Palm Facings

. The TOP View is written with a line striking
through the root shape

. This is the same as the handwritten form

JETEANE N™RE




Palm Facings

: Squares with thumbs lines across in the
TOP Views are written without the toP of

the root shape written

. This is also the same as the hanclwriting
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Contact Star

. Thisis the onlg contact symbol
that is ditferent from the Printecl

]CO rm

. The connecting line makes it soitis

quicker to write coml:)arecl to the

Printecl form
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l:inger Movements

. Just like shacling is done with a
cliagonal for hanclshapes

ce

. Be careful to write so the size isn’t
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the same as a circle root shal:)e
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Arrowheads

ey cliagonal line is used to

re]:)resent where the arrowhead is

. It doesn’t matter which side the

chagonal line is on T 1_
I A\
Tl

. While it is true that on|9 the

dominant hand is written, the line

crossingtne stem rePresents the

left hand
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Arrowheads

. Double movements are written as

clouble arrowheacls on the same stem

. Back ancl Fort”l movements are written

with the arrow neacls on the encls O]C
the stem

s

W

he side t

hich bac

he arrowhead is on indicates

¢ and forth movement is first
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AIrrows

. Stems with graclual th

ickness do

not have their outlines written, but

the general shape IS

. The thickness is alwags assumed to
be on the “outside” and bottom

5 Meaning it the right hand’s

movement i1s written, t
of the stem is the thic

he right side

cer side
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The Head
. Onlg the dominant half of the head is

written

. This means that onlg one eye is also

written

. Since there is on|9 one mouthj there is

no dominant half that can onlg be

written
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Punctuations

. Punctuations are also the same as

handwritten forms
. Thin lines are written as a thin line

. Thick lines are written as two thin lines

with a cliagonal line to “shade-in’
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Some Final Notes

, | , A A
. As mentioned bemcore, “‘Cursive” | :;J LJ

writing 1S on|9 writes the dominant

hand + 9o

. Timing sgmbols are used for when ; XXX
both hands are cloing the |

VA :
movement \ Y
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Non Dominant Base Hands

o+ |
o0} &
. I the non dominant hand is a root | 0 D |
hanclsl’)ape, the sgmbols on the rigl’xt areused |
. O‘cherwiseJ the active ﬁngers can be written ~T -Y |
ot




- e i .2 Lt A

Some Examples

. Non dominant base hands

are not comple’telg written

2t s Possible to write them

if the Palm gacing IS
imPortant, but | have found

it usua”9 isn’t
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