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How to find a sign:
look down the left-most column on the lefthand page, choose the

handshapes there that look most closely-related to that you are seeking,
‘and then read the column headers to the right, to determine in which

location your sign was made. That is, if it is in “neutral space” in front

of the signer and not at any particular body location, then you will find

your appropriate page numbers in the first column. If it is signed, say,
at one shoulder, than read over to the eighth column (which will be on
the right-hand page), and your page numbers will be there.

Some notes about this index:

Since the handshapes used in Sutton’s notation have a level of

precision beyond that of Stokoe, the index categories will therefore
include a range of varied handshapes within each category. Stokoe’s
dictionary is arranged in rough alphabetical handshape order ... but the -

“A” category will include not only the wmu%mm@a ,.v but also those

i

similar to it, such as -“ ., and. “hitchhiker’s thumb” as in kX,
Therefore, when looking up a handshape, please think flexibly, and
think more in terms of “where would similar handshapes be”, rather
than being able to find an exact given handshape on an exact given
page.

Also, since palm orientation is built into SignWritten handshapes,
please try to ignore this detail when looking up signs, as Stokoe’s
dictionary doesn’t use palm orientation as a way to find signs.
Therefore, you will find all of the wo:ocsum meamw%am under Eo 5-

hand on page 4 zﬂ—.ﬁ\ zﬂ_% 1*\ ___ | .. , although only the

Hiret one is mwog in Eo wg%rmvm ooEEb
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| shape

Neutral
space

Hoe.. T | : ....
110 .

111 119 ] 13-
134

145
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171

T

‘.

219231

189

215, 231-232,

48, 250, 254,

266

-

190-

-

348
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180

{202

[207-
1208

207-208, 215,
232-234, 259

191-
192.

251
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-
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-
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~
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