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SignWriting Syllables
A Signspelling consists of a series of Signriting Syllables.
Syllables are written sequentially in time. Syllable 1 always
comes before Syllable 2 But inside each Syllable, time stands
still. The symbols inside one Syllable are"happening at the same
time". S0 SignS pellings are BOTH simultaneous and sequential.

fall down

Syllable 1
Beginning
Fosition

Syllable 2
Movemeant
Between
Syllable 1 & 3

Syllable 3
Ending
Fasition




Syllable Spelling Order

Each SignWriting Syllable hasits own spelling order. Syllables1
and 3 are Hand Syllables. Syllable 2 is a Movement Syllable.

Basic or Detailed Spellings?

Thereis a choice. Y ou can choose to spell with simplicity or you
can choose to spell with great detail. [t depends on the length of
yourdictionary. A big dictionary requires mare detailed spellings.

Simple Spellings (Basic)
Hand Syllables: 1. Dominant Hand. 2. Mon-Dominant Hand,
Movement Syllables: 1. First Movement. 2. Second Mavement.

Hand Syllable
Daminant Hand

Mon-dominant
Hand

Movement
Syllable

1st Movement

2nd Movement

Hand Syllable
Daminant Hand
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Syllable Spelling Order

Detailed Spellings (Most Detail Possible)

Hand Syllables Movement Syllahles

. Dominant Hand . First Movement

. Location Dominant Hand . Location First Movement

. Mon-Dominant Hand . Second Movement

. Laocation Maon-Dominant Hand . Location Second Movement
. Location For Entire Syllable . Location For Entire Syllable
. Arm P osition CATmM Moy ement

. Shoulder FPosition . Shoulder Movement

. Head Fosition . Head M ovement

. Facial Expression . Facial Expression
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Find Happy Meadium

Most spellings are neither detailed nor basic, but instead are
somewhere in-between. Too many Location Markers are rarely
needed. Try tofind a"happy medium’.. Mot too much detail, but
just @ enough to differentiate between similar signs...

SignSpelling Examples
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SignSpelling Examples
signspellings can he as detailed or as simple as you choose.
SignBank givesyouthatflexibility. Hereis one choiceforthe sign
for"daughter” in American Sign Language. When deciding onthe
best spelling for a sign, ask yourself. "Is this sign going to he
confusedwith another sign™ If not, then a simple spelling is hest.

daughter

- Han

_Hand Location

15t Movement

~2nd Movement

- Dominamnt Hand

L- Non-D ominant
Hand

L~ Amm Position

415 this Movement
Syllable needed
in this spalling?
Probably not....




SignSpelling Examples

When No Hand Dominates
Even though these hands are equal, and one is not daminat-
ing the other, we have to choose one or the other to be first.
S0 keep your choice (right or left) consistent with the rest of
the entries in the dictionary.

Dominant and Non-Dominant Movements
The movement for the dominant hand is placed first, and the
movement for the nondominant hand is placed second.

|~ Dominant
Hand

— Dominamnt
Hand Location

Mon-Dominant
" Hand

Mon-Dominant
Hand Location

— Movement
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— lowvement
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SignSpelling Examples

F acial EXpressions

When a Facial Expression givestrue meaning to a sign, then it
should be included inthe spelling. Inthe sign for "monkey”
below, the mouth is open and the tongue isresting onthe
bottom of the mouth. That just looks like a monkey! The Facial
Expression is placed at the end of the beginning Syllable.

Mowvement Location

Location could be stated for both the hand and the movement,
biut that would be too much information. | chose the location of
the scratching movement, because it seemed more relevant.. .

Hand

Facial
Expression

1st Movement

2nd Movement

General
Location of
Movement




prince

Simplified
Spelling
For
Children

Detailed

Spelling
For Research

These little men are
Location Markers. They
represent location for
computer sorting.

Meanwhile, the little men
are MOT actually written
in the sign itself. In the
real writing, the location is
olwvious because the
hand placemeant and
contact is underneath the
head in the center of the
body, s0 the centering
under the head estal-
lishes the location.




ahsolutt (01-1)

Ho#tc>

ahsolutt (01-2)

Formal
Spellings
This Morwegian
sign has two spell-
ings. The first, more
formal writing, is a
three-Syllable sign.
It has a beginning
position, a middle
movemeant and a
finishing position.

Shortened
Spellings
Just as in spoken
languages, waords
or signs are short-
ened or abbrevi-
ated. It is easierto
writethissign, with
outthe first Syllable.
S0 the shortened
writing starts with
the symbols of the
second Syllahble,
namely, a Move-
ment Symbol.

There are @ex-
amples like this in
written English. Far
example American
Sign Language is
also called ASL.
The term "ASL" is
looked up under
"A" and then " 5"
Buttheword Amerk
can is looked up
under"A" and"m"...




Below:The right hand starts close to the Depth
chest. The left hand starts far away. .. S"j’ﬂ’l hols

Want to mark
depth in your
lookup? The
sample in this
diagram shows
™~the right hand
starts close to
the chest, but
the left hand
//starts far away
from the chest
You can use a
Depth Marker to
show this rela-
tionship  be-
tween the two
hands.

This spelling is
quite different
than theway itis
really written.
Seethe nextdia-
gram for anather
way 1o spell it




Below: Another spelling. Spell only with
symbols that are actually written...

Spelling
Exactly
Whatls
Written
Sequentially

Thisspelling follows
the exact order afthe
symbols written, in
the exact sequence
of how each posi-
tion or movemeant
accurs in time.

The facial expres-
sion starts atthe be-
ginningwiththe right
hand. M ovement oc-
curs and it finishes
on the left hand.

This does not show
detailed Depth. Mar
does it showthe left
hand in the begir
ning of the sign,
since the left hand
was only written
once, showing it
contacting the right
atthe end.

Depth is assumedin
the real SignWnting
because ofthe posi-
tioning of the hands
inrelationship tothe
head above them.

PZ. Thiziz how! perzonally had abways envizioned spelling in Sigmhting.
Jug spell what iz witten onthe page and dont add anvthing elze. Yal ;-




"Pronunciation Guides"

Signiriting can be sorted by detailed LocationMarkersthat are nat
actually written inthe signs themselves. The markers show precise
location of contact on the body, or precise location in space. They
can also show a dictionary-reader howto "produce” a sign properly.
[sthere something comparableinspoken languages? This question
was discussed on the Signriting List on Maovermber 2, 2002, Bill
Reese, a SignWriting List member wrote: "In a way, it seems a hit
lilke the pronunciation guides given in a dictionary for how to
pronounce a word. Allthe marksforthatarenotinthe spelling ofthe
word tself. This sent me looking for a dictionarny. In my dictionary, it
lists the spelling of the word, broken up into syllables, followed by
the pronunciation of the word in parenthesis” Bill Reese

Some Location Markers in Signbank

| T e T

SJeIZle= e eI jel—je e )e
FPPRODRR
DweDe T8 D4 DR

=




DAC - Deaf Action Committee For SignWriting=
Center For Sutton Movement Writing, a nonprofit
P.O. Box 517 = La Jolla = CA. = 920350517 « LISA
tel: B58-456-00588 = Signiritingsite: www. SigrWriting.org
fax: B58-4560020 « SignBankSite: www.SignBanlk.org

This instruction manual is included in
SignBank® 2002, as a part of the
SignWriting Instruction Database.

The Instruction Database will also be
availahble as a stand-alone program on
CD-ROM in December 2002, Write for
information: Sutton@SignBank.org.
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