Lessons In SignWriting with Arabic Trandations, Contact Symbols

Lessons in SignWriting
by Valerie Sutton

with Arabic Translations
by Mohamed Mahmod Abushaira

Part 2
SignWriting Contact Symbols
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Contact Jlegyl

Querylel
Thiz lesson explaing how Sign Writing shows "contact";

that 15, when the hand touches another part of the body.
Wt the end 15 & list describing each contact symbol.

Contact,

Sian Writing includes a group of symbols that show
contact between the hand and part of the body., Each
sumbol shows a different kind of contact.

Example of contact: éf*:} i

http://www.signwriting.org/arabia/swlessons/|swarabic02.html (1 of 4)7/13/2003 2:26:16 AM



Lessons In SignWriting with Arabic Trandations, Contact Symbols

Example of contact: kgﬁ1#li hit,

Oouble Contact
Contact suymbols often appear in palrs to show

double contact; that 15, the same action
performed twlce 1n a row:

Example of double * ¥

contact: 0 =1 nore

Example of doubls ﬁ

contact: 44t clap

Contact Symbols

S1% contact sumbols are defined in Sign Writing:
touch, arasp, in-betueen, strike, brush, and rub.

Touch ¢hand touches
¥ part of the body) @2} Deaf

Y- TRV |

-

Grasp (hand arasos - ‘F?
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K

Grasp (hand grasps
+ part of the body) f$ arry

e e Glwed ol
oL 3|

In-betueen (touching el ¥

I+ hetyeen fingers) Q{F«‘ﬂ begin

sl e il

Example of double *
contact: 0 =1 nore

Evample of double »

contact: 4 clar

Contact Sumbols

S1% contact sumbols are defined 1n Sign Writing:
touch, grasp, in-between, strike, brush, and rub.

Touch C(hand touches
¥ part of the body) @)‘5 Deaf

R 5 ko Sl

ozl

Grasp (hand grazps ﬁ?
+ part of the body) fﬁ arry
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T part of the body)
o e e sl

In-betueen (touching
betueen fingers)

sl o aan il

||

@ marry

:ifrtﬂ begin
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Lessons In SignWriting with Arabic Trandations, Movement Symbols 1

Lessons in SignWriting
by Valerie Sutton

with Arabic Translations
by Mohamed Mahmod Abushaira

Part 3, Section 1
SignWriting Movement Symbols
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Movement, Part Thres

Mowement Symbols
Mowement symbols in Sign Writing are divided into

ten groups. Included are groups showing finger
movement, dynamics, and the four movement tupes,

Group 1+ Finger Movement —sloll as,>

Finger closes
at middle joint:

lowgll o meoil gulz

LE milk
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(n i
Finger opens sleyen
" at middle joint: ':I
oo gy pus
lenwgll
W Finger closes at @ bird
knuckle joint: iy
2ol o ol s
Finger opens at T
knuckle joint: T send
dx>gide loll 1

Jaanll e

Fingers open- -
close-open af

o knuckle joint, > joodbye
Etauing_tnggther

FINgers Open.

iy,
o cloze-open tuice o .
e at knuckle joint, :.I’_., fingerspell

moving separately

loillgive Slei o Ausi guloull
saclis

o illdasdiuall dlo el

Group 2: Straight Movement Up & Doun Jewils

O
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.u. Straight movement J:L U decide

Apuflimn A5 > Y 1/,
i
TT) Doun-doun quickly -!:H :4 ability
e Sl -
DL jbhr
03 11
4 Up-doun quickly Wit @ i difficult
f,mw Jawils sl
>
%" Crossing '-*:_ schedule
alola
Doum-down-down =
el quickly 444' children
Sl Jaswil)
I d ﬁ@ﬂ
oun-up-doun
Wity quickly Ll iy bathe
dei)l ol il
Jaanill el

N LN
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AN
\Dr Angle gui house

sl

H B
ﬂ Right angle E ﬂ systen

onny sl ;

-

7 Sharp angle 0 ald

Saler ausl; ?

Right angle f&
twice = = salare

e Sugl
(e i

ty

E} 219-239 E__lh letter 'Z

FEY

A = 0

Z19-7ag tyice st

Movement down, (&)
"ﬁ" forearm rotates bad
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MUy EmEN Ly Juui

'ﬂi’ forearm rotates Rij bad
once -.-&.

A% = el
il &yl
Movement down,
g;; EEEE:rm rotates Jery bad
em Jaawil) &y dls &g me aelull :§i:

Movement down,
.@' farearn rotates

in alternating

directions

Growp 3:  Strailght Movement Up & Forward, Oown & Back

ﬁ p & foruard iy ' afternoon
m*

ool
eleilg

*L Oown & back
S il
walxlly

A& e A
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Group 4 Stralght Movement Foruward & Back Gl olail

-+

T Stratght movement I:II you

pap T e
Forward-foruard
ot auickly [F-O-q] teach

Usipe eloil
AL bl
-
A +

Foruard-back T A
*+ 0

. contral
uickl M
g Y O

o ploil
A s ol

(x)
- v
= Lrozzing L - correct or edit

Farward-foruard-
L forward quickly

et eleul
R il

O 0O
Forward-back-
Tt forward quickly % 4$- cold
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FUT WAr UTUdLR™
it forward quickly i i cold

o el o plosl
AL oloill

j' Fight angle
oo sl il
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Lessons in SignWriting
by Valerie Sutton

with Arabic Translations
by Mohamed Mahmod Abushaira

Part 4
SignWriting Dynamics Symbols

LESSO0OHNS TN
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Ounamics

Quaryiey

This lesson explains Dynamic Symbols. They are
applied to movement symbols to show "Movement
Oynamics", to facial expressions, and to
handshapes in special cases, such as Classifiers.

Hovement Dunamics — SS.=l Qzulb

Oynamics Symbols are small symbols placed over or
near movement symbols to show the intensity, the
speed, or the "quality" of movement.

Simultaneous Line = T =
Both hands move at the same time, O
large

ol i o wlS =l wladl LS

Alternating Lines -F':E— fl‘l‘

= Tha wimkt meneas 1m Aama diramtian. i1~ -1 1
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Hlternating Lines

= The right moves in one direction,
while the left moves simultaneously
in the opposite direction,

ek Slzis i lmo ulS el Ol

One-Moves-While-The-0ther-Is-5t111

The right moves, while the left
= remains still. Then the left moves,

while the right remains still,

Al aulilly &=l unndl Sas

iy
S slow movement T
Qe A5 >

long ago
I
snaoth movenment -
- 328
bl a5, fay
b
Y
= fast movement -
Az riw B, Mzt
ey
tenze movement m
$28iuinn A5, American
ko
2 ralaved movement ft’ i -
Em |
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b relaxed movement % .. T A
= wl 4% e R
ot e very tired

Facial Expressions  asell uls

The Tension Symbol can be placed anywhere aon
the facial circle to show tension on the face,

Facial Expressions (::) (::) il olss

Showing Tension

tension tension axgll 58
in lips in cheeks
. © O O o
A + L
i 3 H [I;'L‘gq "kl
| . e uhat |
thelr,his, hers good point yours perfect meant"

Classifiers & Other Applications

When the Tension Symbol 15 placed over a single handshape, 1%
represents a hand that remains stable throuah many sians,
while the other hand signs, referring to 1t. For exanple:

e ) ~
E %ﬂ C 'Ii'd]ﬁ: :if; e h =2

must computer COMputer add to computer moden

In the example above, the sian for "computer" was marked
by the left hand remaining in a "c" handshape. Hotlce
that the Tension Symbol above the "c" handshape 1z a3
uritten marker for this "establishment in space”.

O T T . (S O B A | TL -
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Another example 1s the sian for "plate". [t 1g
"eztablizhed in space" by the Tension Symbol,
Then the left hand may stay in that position,
while the right hand signs, referring to it
The Tension Symbol i1s the "marker" for plate:

©h By &y
F.
> A

plate Flate-it Flate-blue
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Lessons in SignWriting
by Valerie Sutton

with Arabic Translations
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Part 5, Section 1
SignWriting Facial Expressions

LESSO0ONS TN
TN WRITIHNG

Face

Quaryliey
Thiz lesson explains how Sign Writing shows facial

gxpressions. AL the end 15 a list describing each
face sumbol.

Facial Expressions

Faclal expressions 1In Sign Writing are based on
the following symbol:

ofF

The other (oo -4mbols are variations of this
sumbol.  For instance:

L
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) s
(D

NOTE - Whem your hand iz near the right side of your
head, the hand symbol 15 placed to the right of the

head sumbol: —
G

ok
Exanple of facial @—"H, ,
expression showing Eﬁé 1llness
forehead: -
.._,:,uj:l..;u'.s.,jt.- .
Exanple of eyebrous [i bitter taste
homouth: -
o
th:-":u"u"".]':-
o +
Example of eyes: C% Lok at
gyt | e JCa
Example of nose: (E% bare
el e St <t
Pl
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()

Exanple of tongue: o 11} lattar
Y

Sl ul"" Jta I:‘*.

HOTE - In SignWriter, use the Change key to see
all the variations of the face symbols. If you
do not find the variation there, then try the
Rotate Key.

Face Symbols ot 3ae;
Face symbols in Sign Writing are divided into

ten aroups: forehead, eysbrows. eyes, eye gaze,
chesks, nose, mouth, Longue. teeth, and others.

Growp 1+ Forehead i

@ Forehead

o o
e
@ Forehead wrinkled @ 11lness
.,
3w g
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Group 2@ Eyebrous  opedl gl

ok
@ Eysbrows up ®§ 3gres
I
H

*
LS Lt -I

® Eyrbrows stralaht

olastlons Lol

s

® Eyebrous doun uha

+=

Jaul ol
@ Eyebrows up, inside
Jslally tedl Lol
@ Eyebrows down, 1nside
Jolally Jaud slatd
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@ Euebrous up, outside

@ Eyebrows down, outside

o Jaod ol

Group 3¢ Eyss gl

@ Fyes open G%T look at

obogte i

@ Fues squeszed

Yoo L8 AL

@ Eyes closed

oldas sl

Eyes half-open
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(f_‘f') Eyes half-open
Oleyts e ol
Eyes half-closed

Gldas ezl

Eues wide open

st Hlapan sho

@ Eyelashes

bl g

Group 4: Eys [aze

@ Eue gaze up

S 5B bl

Eue gaze up, to one side
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3 Eue gaze up, Lo one side

o

e Lol s Gl

EYe QaZe S10BWAEYS . -
= el g gl
Eues wide open

oo S osTae il

@ Eyerlashes

cpnd| ¥

broup 4+ Eye baze e pus

@ Eue gaze up

Las SBa

Eue gaze up, to one side
(or ot I 360 ik
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-

Fue gaze sideways

Ll 3B e
Eye gaze down, to one side
o it Jud gBus gl
@ Eue gaze doun
J Gl Gl
@ Eye 9aze foruard
Pl B el
@ Eye gaze foruard, to one side
o JRts ol s Gl

@ Fue gaze sideways

ol Slag Gl
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e * e " e

@ Eye gaze back, to one

ool Lol skl
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Lessons in SignWriting
by Valerie Sutton

with Arabic Translations
by Mohamed Mahmod Abushaira

Part 6, Section 1
SignWriting Body & Head Movement

LESSOHS TN
sIGH WREITING

Body P“*?J|

Queryial

Thiz lesson explaing two things Sign Writing uses
to show the body: body position and body movement,
Wt the end 15 & list describing each body symbol.

Body Position peesd ad e

Sign Writing includes symbols which show the position
of the shoulders, head, torso. and arms.

Shoulder Fosition sl cj_a-ﬂ

Shoulders are showun with the following sumbol,
which can point 1n Lhree directions:

—_— Shoulders (straight) Aesiese {5y
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—  Shoylders (straight) esese —slsCY|

— Right shoulder foruard Lo pe)¥l <]
T Left shoulder foruard LM ¥l x|

To show shoulder positions up and down, the
following symbols are used:

— Right shoulder raised e N e
o Left shoulder lowered JiwwM Y| i
L Both shoulders loyered DN la

Eﬁamﬂe of o ot
shoulder efore
position: — D"

Example of ﬂ

shoulder —_ S1NCE
position: 6 b

Exanple of "

shoulder r:;- -.:;_" what

position: i
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WOTE = In SignWriter, use the Change key to ses
all the variations of the shoulder sumbols.

Sign Writing includes 3 symbol which shows the
shoulders in a top view., It 15 used to show
the distance between the body and the hands:

O shoulders (top view!

ssle laie Ll ]

Exanple of top-view ”Fgfiﬁu

shoulder position: O

Head Position el_) ad e

Tou help him/her,

Head position is shown by adding a line to the shoulder
symbol. The line represents your nose:

- Head stralght Ao n_.l-“"|JJ|
= Head tilbed bo the right O Jble el

=M= Head tilted to the left L) Jle Lol
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To show vour head looking up or doun.
the following symbols are ysed:

Head straight poibae el _J
Head laaking up Je S lais Ll )l
Head looking doun J_,;_QU_)L'._'HLHIJJI

To show your head turned to the right or left,
the head position line 15 moved to Lhe side
of the shoulder sumbol:

111

—f—  Head straight pasiee ol
=] Head turned to the right MW&'J'
= Head turned to the left Lol ao ol

Stam Writing includes & number of symbols that
combine shoulder and head positions into one
sumbol.  For instance:

Fight shoulder forward:
head looking up & to the
right, tilted left

S sied 5 e iy el UL ¥l
Ll
Pk

HOTE - In B;gﬁhrlnerJ USE TNE LNANge Key Lo see
all the variations of the head position symbols,
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Torso Fosition

"Torso" refers to the upper body: from your
shoulders to vour walst. Sian Writing shouws
torso position with the following symbol:

t Torso position &_.J;.._” ij,,,

Thizs symbol, mhichlalm;gz apEearslnext to a shoulder
sumbol: can polnt 1n elght directions:

foruard I,,1_,,:,:,Lj

wta

t et Torso leans foruard slodd dady ¢ dal
b s Torso leans to the sid caiadl ] s ﬁﬁe-”

b=  Torso leans backcalal) Jaiy ¢ sl

Arn Fosition &3 ad 5

Sian Writing adds lines for arms occasionally,
when the arm is contacted or crossed. You will
find arm lines under the = key (right next to
Lhe number 0 key) on the Sian Keyboard.

< _F—u
* —
— # baby ,ﬁ,:l:i day
— — b
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- —r
*‘—.p* table %3 computer

@ * ok
L&] arnm fESéE? loye

Body Movement ﬁ*i?J|E£_}=

Slan Writing uses the movement symbols to show
movement of the head, shoulders. and torso.

Head Movement

Head movement 1z shown by placing & movement
sumbol above the head symbol. Consider the
following symbol:

T

O Head turns up

Oouble-stem movement zymhnlz 5hnmlrntatinnal
movements such as nodding or shaking dour head.

Single-stem movement symbols show "projecting’
head movement with no rotation of the head:

s

(::) Head projects foruard
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(n]w
Evanple of -:*:--uEl

head mavement: @

teg, I understand,
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