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...Jook up signs with the...
Sign-Symbol-Sequence™
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Index Finger, Middle Finger & Thumb ............. page 6
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Four FINGeFS ..o s s naeas page 7
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Five FINgersS....coiiiiiiiirrrii s naneea e page 8-10
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Flat Hand ... e page 11-12
Five Fingers Together
Baby Finger & Thumb ........cc.coiiiiiiiiiiinnenans page 13
Ring Finger & Thumb .........ccoimiiiiiiiinans page 14
Middle Finger & Thumb ........c.cooiiiiiiiiiinannans page 15
Index Finger & Thumb........c.coveiiimiiiiiaanne page 16
iSts & Thumb......c.ccvvirrcrcrcr e page 17-18
About Sutton’s

Sign-Symbol-Sequence..........coocerrmirennnranens page 19-20
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About Sutton’s
Sign-Symbol-Sequence™

The Sign-Symbol-Sequenceis used to look up signsin dictionaries.
The SignWriting symbols are placed in a specific sequence. If you
memorize this sequence, you can find signs quickly. To look up signs:

1. Find the Category
There are ten categories, based on the numbers 1-10in ASL:

Category 1
Hands That Use The Index Finger

o

Category 2
Hands That Use The Index & Middle Fingers

o

Category 3
Hands That Use The Index Finger,
Middle Finger & Thumb

W

Category 4
Hands That Use Four Fingers

¥

Category 5, Part 1
Hands That Use Five Fingers Spread
or Cupped (Bent at Middle Joints)

(0

Category 5, Part 2

Hands That Use Five Fingers Together
or Angled (Bent at Knuckle Joints)

19



20

Category 6
Hands That Use The Baby Finger & Thumb
or Baby Finger Alone

s,

Category 7
Hands That Use The Ring Finger & Thumb
or Ring Finger Alone

Category 8
Hands That Use The Middle Finger & Thumb
or Middle Finger Alone

Category 9
Hands That Use The Index Finger & Thumb

Category 10
Hands That Use The Fists & Thumb

2. Next...Find the Handshape
There are different handshapes in each category. For example:

[:I Category 1
1. |:| Index - Index Finger Straight with Tight Fist
2. Iﬂ X Hand - Index Finger Bent with Tight Fist

3. Cl D Hand - Index Finger Straight with Open Fist

And there is much more to learn!

Write for the free booklet: “Sutton’s Sign-Symbol-Sequence”
which explains the Sequence in detail. Contact:

Deaf Action Committee For SignWriting
DAC@SignWriting.org
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