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...look up signs with...
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Index Finger..................................................... page 3

Index & Middle Fingers ................................ page 4-5

Index Finger, Middle Finger & Thumb .............page 6

Four Fingers ..................................................... page 7

Five Fingers.................................................. page 8-10
Spread

...look up signs with the...

Sign-Symbol-Sequence™
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2

Flat Hand ..................................................... page 11-12
Five Fingers Together

Baby Finger & Thumb ..................................... page 13

Ring Finger & Thumb ...................................... page 14

Middle Finger & Thumb .................................. page 15

Index Finger & Thumb.................................... page 16

Fists & Thumb.............................................. page 17-18

About Sutton’s

Sign-Symbol-Sequence ............................... page 19-20
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Index Finger

mouse

cry

apple



4

Index &
Middle Fingers

dance

read

soup
porridge



5

chair

fall
(fall down)

Humpty
Dumpty

egg



6

Index Finger,
Middle Finger

& Thumb

three

prince

people



7

Four Fingers

curtains

blue

door



Five Fingers
Spread

sleep

father

8

dress



9

mother

grandfather

grandmother

tree



10

hot

bears

ball

Cinderella



11

Flat Hand
Five Fingers Together

house

enter

cook



12

table

walk

eat
food

money



Baby Finger
& Thumb

13

telephone

Goldilocks

airplane



14

Ring Finger
& Thumb

seven

seventh

7-Up
(soda pop)



15

Middle Finger
& Thumb

pity
poor thing!

pumpkin

delicious



Index Finger
& Thumb

perfect

run

bird

16



17

Fists
& Thumb

love

drive

frightened



milk

cold

break

shoes

18
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About Sutton’s

Sign-Symbol-Sequence™

The Sign-Symbol-Sequence is used to look up signs in dictionaries.
The SignWriting symbols are placed in a specific sequence. If you
memorize this sequence, you can find signs quickly. To look up signs:

1. Find the Category
There are ten categories, based on the numbers 1-10 in ASL:

Category 1
Hands That Use The Index Finger

Category 2
Hands That Use The Index & Middle Fingers

Category 3
Hands That Use The Index Finger,

Middle Finger & Thumb

Category 4
Hands That Use Four Fingers

Category 5, Part 1
Hands That Use Five Fingers Spread

or Cupped (Bent at Middle Joints)

Category 5, Part 2
Hands That Use Five Fingers Together

or Angled (Bent at Knuckle Joints)
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Category 6
Hands That Use The Baby Finger & Thumb

or Baby Finger Alone

Category 7
Hands That Use The Ring Finger & Thumb

or Ring Finger Alone

Category 8
Hands That Use The Middle Finger & Thumb

or Middle Finger Alone

Category 9
Hands That Use The Index Finger & Thumb

Category 10
Hands That Use The Fists & Thumb

2. Next...Find the Handshape
There are different handshapes in each category. For example:

   Category 1

1. Index - Index Finger Straight with Tight Fist

2. X Hand - Index Finger Bent with Tight Fist

3. D Hand - Index Finger Straight with Open Fist

____________________________________________

And there is much more to learn!

Write for the free booklet: “Sutton’s Sign-Symbol-Sequence”
which explains the Sequence in detail. Contact:

Deaf Action Committee For SignWriting

DAC@SignWriting.org



Come Visit Us on the World-Wide-Web!
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