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Introduction

This guide explains how to install Anki software to study a sign language with electronic
flashcards.

The signs are written in SignWriting. SignWriting was invented in 1974 by Valerie
Sutton. Itis used in 42 countries. An introduction to SignWriting is provided to help you
learning rapidly how to read this intuitive and visual notation.

The flashcards can be studied on a Windows PC, an Android cell phone, a Mac, an

iPhone, an iPad or an iPod Touch.

The signs are copied from SignPuddle Online dictionary. They were formatted as
flashcards with SignWriter Studio™ a sign editor. We present the software in annex.

We will use the American sign Language ASL dictionary as an example. The signs were
written by volunteers. They were not validated by linguists.

André Lemyre



ASL Reading Guide

Simple configurations (A-Z, 0-10):
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The hand is square when closed and
round when the thumb forms a circle.
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The hand color indicates if the signer
sees the palm (white) or the back of the
hand (black).

The symbol is cut at the fingers if the
hand is horizontal.
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(Simultaneously)

A vertical movement has a double stem
arrow. A horizontal movement has a
single stem arrow. The black arrowhead
is for the right hand and the white
arrowhead is for the left hand. The
empty arrowhead represents both hands.
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Movement symbols:

< fast, @ rub, * touch,
+ grasp, @ brush, # strike
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Head and finger movements
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The face, the shoulders and the hips are
written if necessary.
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A line represents the forearm or a wrist
movement.
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Stefan Woéhrmann “s SpeechWriting
system

Writing what is seen, when lip reading,
not sounds.
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Simple examples:
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Anki and AnkiDroid

Several versions of Anki are available. The
versions for PC and cell phones Android are || file Edit Tools Help

free. The iPhone/iPad/iPod Touch version is Do ——— ul ©
available at low cost. The decks of
electronic flashcards are free.

picture,photograph, photo, graphic
image

The software is based on active revisions.
Decks of flashcards on several topics are @
available. Each electronic flashcard presents 4
a word or a question and the corresponding B
sign. You have to try remembering the sign.
This effort helps memorization. After, " o »

verify the answer. The words you forgotor || ' est = | agan || cood || By | | Morer |
for which you made a mistake will be
displayed more often than those you got right.

Examples of ASL flashcards in SignWriting:
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Studying a Sign Language With Anki

1. Launch Anki.
2. Click on the deck name.

File Edit Tools Help

Decks Add Browse

Deck Due

ASL-dictionary-SignWriting 2014

Studied 4 cards in 1 minute today.

| Get Shared | | Create Deck | | Import File |

3. Click « Study Now ».

File Edit Tools Help

Decks Add Browse

ASL-SignWriting-Dictionary2014

MNew: 50
Learning: 0 ‘ Study Maow '
To Review: 50

| Options | | Custom Study |

4. Read the question.
5. Tryto find the answer.




File Edit Tools Help

Decks Add Browse H@

picture,photograph, photo, graphic
image

6. Click « Show Answer ».

Eile Edit Toolz Help

Decks Add Browse H@

picture,photograph, photo, graphic
image

2
.*
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|Edit| |Again||Good||Easy| |More'|

7. If you do not know the answer, click « Again », the question will be repeated

soon.

Click « good » to review the flashcard later.

9. If you knew the answer, click « Easy », the question will not be repeated before a
long time.
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Software Installation

Installing AnkiDroid on an Android Cell Phone

There are several videos on YouTube explaining how to use Anki.

Visit google play web site. Install the English application on your Android phone:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ichi2.anki&hl=en

The French version:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ichi2.anki&hl=fr

The Spanish version:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ichi2.anki&hl=es

The Deutsch version:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ichi2.anki&hl=de

The Italian version:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ichi2.anki&hl=it

Versions in other languages are in preparation: Arabic, Norwegian, and Portuguese...

For Android cell phone :

AnkiDroid is an adaptation of Damien Elmes’ code. AnkiDroid freeware can be
download in English :
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ichi2.anki&hl=en

The iPhone/iPad/iPod Touch version is available for a low cost :
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ankimobile-flashcards/id373493387?mt=8&ign-

mpt=u0%3D4

AnkiWeb version allows only to study in text mode, it does not display SignWriting
symbols. It is used to download SignWriting decks on local computers or cell phones:
https://ankiweb.net/
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Installing Anki on Windows, MAC or Linux

Anki was programmed by Damien Elmes. The software for Windows, MAC, Android
and Linux in English are free (several languages are available during the installation):
http://ankisrs.net/

Download Anki
If Anki is already installed and running, exit the application.
If required, update the version, it is not necessary to uninstall the previous
version.
3. The data will remain available.

N

4. To download Anki on your computer, go to the web page:
http://ankisrs.net

5. Select the tab for Windows, Mac or Linux.

Download Anki

Windows Mac Linux/BSD

6. Click « Download ».
Example : Download Anki for Windows

7. Save the installer in your Downloads folder.
8. If necessary, double-click on the installer to start the installation.

Enregistrer

E Eriicd

Enregistrer et exécuter

—

Voulez-vous exécuter ou enregistrer anki-2.0.3 1.exe (22,1 Mo) a partir de ankisrs.net 7

Exécuter

9. Enter your computer password to allow saving the file and installing the software.

10. In the installation pop-up, click « Install ».

__ Setup will install Anki in the following folder. To install in a different folder,

i'..::—‘ dick Browse and select another folder. Click Install to start the installation.

’V Cr les (xa35)\Anki Browse... |

Space required: 71.5MB
Space available: 811, 3GB

Cancel | Mullsoft Install Syskem w2 46

11. Ensure that no version of Anki is running during the installation. Click « OK ».
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Show details |

Cancel | Hullsoft Install Swstem w2, 46 = Back

13. Double-click on Anki icon to launch the application.

14. Select the language of the user interface, click « OK ». Confirm your choice of
language, click « Yes ».

Interface language:

Afrikaans
Bahasa Melayu
Dansk
Deutsch
Eesti
|English
Esparicl
Esperanto
Frangais
Galego
[taliano
Lenga d'dc
Magyar

12




15. The user may need special options. We present a feature for Arabic.

16. Select « Tools », then « Add-ons ».

File Edit JEEH

Study Deck...
Create Filtered Deck...

Check Database...
Check Media...
Empty Cards...

Manage Mote Types... Ctrl+Shift+MN |

Browse & Install...

Open Add-ons Folder...

Preferences... Ctrl+P

|Get Shared | |Create Deck| |I.rr|port File |

17. Select “Browse & Install”, a web page web is displayed, we see the code can be
used to display or hide texts in Arabic, Hebrew or Syriac in the cards.

1615483957

18. See https://ankiweb.net/shared/info/1615485957

To browse add-ons, please dick the browse
button below.

When you've found an add-on you like, please
paste its code below.

Code: ||
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Installing an Existing Deck.

To download a shared deck, follow the following steps. You will be able to modify this
deck. You can import cards created by SignWriter Studio™ in an existing deck to
upgrade its content. Visit SignWriter Studio™ home page to download sign language
decks:

http://signwriterstudio.com/index.htm

When importing an .APKG file in Anki, new cards will be added but none will be
modified or deleted.

Importing an Existing Deck

1. Launch Anki and click « Get Shared » at the bottom of the window.

2. A web page is displayed.

https://ankiweb.net/shared/decks/

(E=% BB =)

TN

S I'°|:‘E htps://ankiweb.net/sh: O ~ @ C || BE Anki - friendly, intelligen.. {1} 2.9 623

ASL || search |

Popular categories

Languages

Arabic, Chinese, English, French, German, Hebrew, Japanese, Korean, Russian, Spanish W

#100% -

3. Inthe « Search » field type the name of a sign language, example: ASL.

4. When you have found a deck, click « Info » to see details.

Asl I [

Title Stars Modified Motez  Audio Images
" ASL Browser with 4500 Signs including video oz (1) 2012-08-24 4585 0 1]

5. A description of the deck is displayed.

6. Click « Download ».
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ASL American sign language dictionary in SignWriting == -
2014

Besed o C ratngs:

23008, Losmee 3303552
Description
sgnPuwccie Onime
mmnmnmww-’mmuuwm Mmuanmws‘c&unm-uamvm new sgn

CRSTON SNT 101 PIASISTCA. TRe Omlne verIicn IS free. Cener SOn Isnguages are SIS0 ov:
a3 e 22 Otnzey croMie' 300ad

The yser guide 5 avalede calre

Sgnurner Sac

Sgnirter SWAL 5 8 SO isnguage ester In SKNWrting. & slicws Importing SOns Som SpPudde Onine on iocel Wincows computer. The
users can 833 new SO7S. Seversl 100 are svaladie fOr Seerch, New SIpN Creation and t=at rassetion. £ Can De used i0 Creste SOO languege:
dictionaries and Antl fashcands. B suppons ol ign anguages. RS fee

ol T AT

For more Information, vist e presentstin:

Duncan, Joretnan (231 4) “Using 3g~Virner 33aio: Ceskicp Eatar or 25aWIting Cicioneres 8nd Documerss”

i BENET-SS S LS P T e n e B

Free cnine 500ts on SEANERg

il‘ﬂ Ase 4.%5‘ e % LAN0UaGes Iy HEnT N Sgnvatng”
Dfp s JEAAEND O3 mERgLm cregenenondac) il

Soeecniwnng 4 Lp Ressng
Vonrmenn, Beten (2014) Woaemana's SoeecriANEng. b SGmAYING Documents, Tesches Deef Saucents Socken Langusse
Do s L s = 10 02 mtred

7. Save the file in your project folder.

Voulez-veus cuvrir ou enregistrer ASL_Browser_with_4500_Signs_including_video.apkg (182 Mo) 3 partir de nosslankiweb.net 7 X

| Ouvrir || Enregistrer |V|| Annuler

8. When the file is saved, double-click on it to trigger the download by Anki or click
the « Import File» button.

File Edit Tools Help

Decks Add Browse H@

Default

e
| Get Shared | | Create Deck g Import File

g
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~___ DisplayofFlashcardsin RandomOrder

1. The sign language deck is displayed in the main window.
2. Select the circle beside the deck.
3. Select « Options ».

File Edit Tocls Help

Deck

ASL -dictionary-SignWriting2014
Rename

Studied 0 cards in 0 seconds today. Export
Delete

| Get Shared | |[‘.reate Deck | | Impart File |

Select « New Cards ».

Select the order « Show new cards in random order » to avoid studying in
alphabetical order.

6. Click « OK ».

ok~

Options group: |DE1'auIt

Your changes will affect multiple decks. If you wish to change only the

td I dd ti first,
gurrent deck, please add a new options group firs
w | Reviews I Lapses | General I Description |

Steps (in minutes) | 110 |

Show new cards in random order u

Mew cards/day 20 EI

Graduating interval days

Easy interval 4 Iil days

Starting ease %o

Bury related new cards until the next day

Restore Defaults
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Annexes

SignPuddle Online

It is not necessary to install SignPuddle Online. To use it, it suffices to access it with
Chrome or Firefox:

http://www.signbank.org/signpuddle/

Then, select a sign language.

LT

NP

LR
—

SignPuddle Online contains centralized dictionaries for LSQ, ASL... The users can add
new signs. Several tools are available for search, new sign creation and text translation.
The online version is free. There exists a version that can be installed on a private
computer, it is not expensive.

ASL dictionary:
http://www.signbank.org/signpuddle2.0/index.php?ui=1&sgn=4

LSQ dictionary:
http://www.signbank.org/signpuddle2.0/index.php?ui=4&sqn=47

The English user guide is available online:
http://www.signwriting.org/archive/docs5/sw0485-US-SignPuddle15Manual.pdf

The French user guide is available online:
http://www.signwriting.org/archive/docs6/sw0537-FR-SignPuddle15Manuel.pdf
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Simplified display of the user interface:

SignPuddle Online .

EE

=
Translate _ _'J“ )
Home Dictionary S
Translate text
write ASL with computer q &
o]
a
Tranzlate
II'E
write | ASL ‘ with | commpter e
O] @ ® . o~
q ol [ e —
OO%& 1 & B X ¥
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SignWriter Studio™

SignWriter Studio™ is a sign language editor in SignWriting. It allows importing signs
from SignPuddle Online on local Windows computer. The users can add new signs.
Several tools are available for search, new sign creation and text translation. It can be
used to create sign language dictionaries and Anki electronic flashcards for computers or
cell phones. It supports all sign languages. It is free.

http://signwriterstudio.com/

For more information, visit the presentation:

Duncan, Jonathan (2014) “Using SignWriter Studio: Desktop Editor for SignWriting
Dictionaries and Documents”
http://www.signwriting.org/symposium/presentation0013.html

Refer to the help page:
http://signwriterstudio.com/help.htm

Examples:

& SignWriter Studio™ SignEditor »
[Fovies] A [gealile] | oo
’ |:| Sgn ile Edit Tools Help

Right Hand - C%
- %

iy picture,photograph, photo, graphic

e e

Plane

i, @ -9

7._,‘.'_,7

4 gem WO 6 ( ;‘ )
AR

Ve T3

O
o o

<10m
Good
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Configuring SignWriter Studio™

=

Create a folder for the project.
Launch SignWriter Studio' ™.

Settings  Modules  About

3. Click « Dictionary ».

N

4. A pop-up requires the creation of a new dictionary. Click “OK”.

Choose or create a SignWriter Dictionary (.5WS5) file before continuing.

In the main window, create a
new dictionary.

File | Edit Help [4 Movefirst 4 Move previc

6. Select « File » theg « New | NewSignWriter Studio™ File .. CtreN |
SignWriter Studio™™ File ». Open SignWriter Studio™ File .. Ctrl+0
Import .. Ctrl+I

7. Choose the project folder and

choose a dictionary name. Export ... Ctrl+E
Options .. Ctrl+T
8. Press « Save ». Export to Ank...
Export to HTML...

@ * 1 . » CePC » Documents » ASL-flashcards v & Rechercher dans : ASL-flashca.. @

Organiser « Mouveau dossier

B Téléchargement: A pom Modifié le Type

M CepC Aucun élément ne correspond a votre recherche.

= Rurean

MNom du fichier: | 25

Type: | SWS (*.5W5)

* Masquer les dossiers Enregistrer | | Annuler
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9. Select « File » then « Options ».
10. Ensure that the sign and spoken languages are correct.

11. The sign language must be the same as in SignPuddle Online file (2 different
sign languages cannot be combined).

& SignWriter Studio™ - GrammaireL5Q.5WS - Quebe

File | Edit Help Muove first Move previc

New SignWriter Studio™ File...  Ctrl+N

Open SignWriter Studio™ File... Ctrl+O
Import ... Ctrl+1
Export ... Ctrl+E
Options ... Ctrl+T
Export to Anki...

Export to HTML...

@ SignWriter Studio™ Options

[E=N o =5

[T Bilingual Gloss
Sign Language First Gloss Language
Guebec Sign Languz French - Canada « | Spanish
Save ] l Cancel
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